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and culture. There are exciting things 
happening. We have the beautiful De-
troit Institute of Arts, one of the larg-
est and most important collections of 
artwork in the country. 

Jack White, the founder of the band, 
the White Stripes, stepped up and paid 
off with his own money the back taxes 
owed on the Masonic Temple in De-
troit, one of the most stunning theater 
and music venues in the world. 

Story after story such as that can be 
told of people coming forward and say-
ing: We are going to make sure that 
Detroit is coming back. 

On TV, they are not showing us East-
ern Market, the Nation’s longest con-
tinuously operated farmers market, 
and all the great things that are hap-
pening there, with new test kitchens 
and local agriculture. In fact, as chair 
of the Agriculture Committee, I was so 
proud to learn that we in Detroit have 
the national leaders in urban agri-
culture who are now creating jobs 
working with small business to create 
food entrepreneurs and healthy foods 
for families and neighborhoods. 

I am so proud of the work we have 
been able to do with the Detroit Public 
Schools. Not long ago I stood at a 
school garden in a neighborhood that 
was put together by the children of the 
school. We now have 46—46—gardens at 
schools in Detroit, and in the summer 
the neighborhood makes sure they can 
help get the work done for the gardens 
so the children can have fresh fruits 
and vegetables when they come back to 
school. 

Last month Whole Foods opened 
their first grocery store in Detroit, 
where they are featuring local foods 
such as Avalon baked goods and 
McClure’s pickles and Good People 
Popcorn and Garden Fresh salsa and so 
many other things that are made right 
in the metro Detroit area. 

We might just see a shot of the 
bridge to Canada on TV, but what we 
will not see is the more than $1 billion 
in trade that crosses that border every 
single day. Metro Detroit, in fact, is 
the fourth largest city in America for 
exports, and we have the largest, busi-
est northern border crossing in the 
country. 

While the cameras are obsessed with 
showing us decay, we are seeing an 
auto industry that is roaring back. We 
are seeing the Chrysler plant that the 
New York Times called one of the most 
modern and successful auto plants in 
the world, in Detroit. That plant em-
ploys more than 4,000 people and added 
a third shift at the end of last year to 
build the Jeep Grand Cherokee. 

Ford Motor Company reported record 
North American profits in the second 
quarter and growth in every sales re-
gion. 

GM’s global sales are up, and they 
too are making record profits again, 
hiring workers and investing in new 
plants and technologies. 

So while it is true that the city gov-
ernment is going through a terrible 
time and a bankruptcy, and that proc-

ess will be very painful and very dif-
ficult for many people in the city— 
many people who work very hard—it 
would be a mistake to count Detroit 
out. It would be a mistake to think 
there isn’t opportunity in our great 
city of Detroit. It would be a mistake 
to think Detroit isn’t coming back, be-
cause if a person is going to say any-
thing about Detroit, a person has to 
say: Times may be tough, but so are 
the people of Detroit. Times may be 
tough, but the leaders, the businesses, 
the educators are tough. Our people, 
our businesses, are smart and talented 
and care deeply and are committed to 
making sure this great city called De-
troit comes roaring back better than 
ever. 

Thank you, Mr. President. 
f 

PRISON RAPE ELIMINATION ACT 
ANNIVERSARY 

Mr. LEAHY. Mr. President, 10 years 
ago this week, Congress passed a wa-
tershed piece of legislation. The Prison 
Rape Elimination Act was the first 
comprehensive legislative effort to pre-
vent something we had long been reluc-
tant to even acknowledge existed—the 
incidence of rape in our Federal, State, 
and local corrections facilities. 

Violence and victimization have no 
place in our society, including in our 
prisons, and we have an obligation to 
ensure these facilities are safe. The 
punishment of incarceration does not, 
and cannot, include a sentence of rape. 
And yet we know that all too often it 
does. A recent report by the Bureau of 
Justice Statistics estimated that near-
ly 1 in 10 inmates in America had been 
sexually assaulted in custody. 

Too often the victims of such vio-
lence end up being the most vulnerable 
members of our population. Women, ra-
cial minorities, and those suffering 
from mental illness face increased 
rates of sexual violence while incarcer-
ated. 

Children in adult jails are at the 
greatest risk of being victimized. Juve-
niles housed with adults are 35% more 
likely than other inmates to be tar-
geted for sexual assault, and that abuse 
is taking a terrible toll on this already 
vulnerable population. Youth under the 
age of 18 are 36 times more likely to 
commit suicide than if they were 
housed in a juvenile detention facility. 
With 100,000 youth held in adult jails 
and prisons every year, this is a prob-
lem we must address head on. 

The Prison Rape Elimination Act 
gives us the tools to do that. Because 
of this law the Department of Justice 
now collects data about the incidence 
of sexual violence in our prisons so we 
can better understand the scope of the 
problem. We have adopted national 
standards and best practices to create 
safer environments, especially when it 
comes to juvenile detention and the 
dangers inherent in incarcerating our 
youth with adult prisoners. The law 
provides for increased training for pris-
on staff, makes it easier for inmates to 

report violence, and requires prompt 
medical and mental health treatment 
for victims. 

These protections make sense, and 
that is why we made sure that the Vio-
lence Against Women Reauthorization 
Act that was signed into law earlier 
this year made clear that these protec-
tions also apply to every immigration 
detention facility operated by the De-
partment of Homeland Security. We 
are making good progress, but more 
work lies ahead. 

Sexual violence in our detention fa-
cilities compromises the health and 
safety of the inmates, staff, and the 
communities to which these prisoners 
will someday return. Although im-
provements have been made in the past 
10 years, let us pause on this anniver-
sary to reflect on the importance of en-
suring that every American is safe 
from violence, and treated with the 
dignity and respect they deserve. 

f 

REMEMBERING VIVIAN MALONE 
JONES 

Mr. LEAHY. Mr. President, last 
night, the National Museum of Women 
in the Arts hosted a screening of the 
documentary entitled, Crisis: Behind a 
Presidential Commitment. As we pre-
pare to observe the 50th Anniversary of 
the March on Washington, this impor-
tant film focuses on four individuals 
who will forever be connected with the 
battle for racial equality and the pur-
suit of Dr. Martin Luther King’s 
dream. I want to recognize one of those 
individuals, Vivian Malone Jones. 

Ms. Malone was one of two brave Af-
rican-American students to enroll at 
the University of Alabama in 1963, de-
spite the threat of Alabama Governor 
George C. Wallace to stop integration 
at ‘‘the schoolhouse door.’’ The picture 
of Ms. Malone walking into the Univer-
sity of Alabama, flanked by National 
Guard troops, is an iconic image that is 
forever etched in our Nation’s memory. 

Ms. Malone grew up in the racially 
segregated city of Mobile, AL. She was 
just 12 years old when the Supreme 
Court ruled segregation unconstitu-
tional in Brown v. Board of Education. 
The historic decision inspired Ms. Ma-
lone, who as a National Honor Society 
student in high school committed her-
self to efforts ending segregation. She 
went on to become one of the most im-
portant civil rights figures in our coun-
try’s history. 

In her lifetime, Ms. Malone personi-
fied dignity and strength. She also 
lived history. The day after she and 
classmate James Hood were escorted 
into the University’s Foster Audito-
rium by the National Guard and Dep-
uty Attorney General Nicholas Katzen-
bach, seeking to enroll in classes, civil 
rights leader Medgar Evers was shot 
and killed in Mississippi. This only 
made Ms. Malone more determined. 
She once said that she ‘‘decided not to 
show any fear and went to class that 
day.’’ While an undergraduate student, 
she found a community of support and 
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friendship among fellow members of 
Delta Sigma Theta Sorority—the Na-
tion’s largest predominately African- 
American women’s organization. And 
in 1965, she became the first African 
American to graduate from the Univer-
sity of Alabama, earning a degree in 
Business Management. 

Ms. Malone was not just a symbol of 
courage; she also set an example of for-
giveness. In 1996 Governor Wallace, 
who 3 decades earlier stood in the 
entryway to the university’s audito-
rium, flanked by State troopers, to pre-
vent Ms. Malone from enrolling, award-
ed her with the first Lurleen B. Wal-
lace Award for Courage. Later recalling 
their conversation, Ms. Malone said 
that she simply spoke with Governor 
Wallace about forgiveness. 

Throughout her life, Ms. Malone was 
dedicated to the preservation and en-
forcement of our civil rights laws. 
After graduation, she worked for the 
U.S. Department of Justice in the Civil 
Rights Division. In 1977, she took over 
as Executive Director for the Voter 
Education Project following the res-
ignation of another civil rights legend, 
Congressman JOHN LEWIS. Eventually, 
Ms. Malone rose to become a Director 
of Civil Rights and Urban Affairs for 
the Environmental Protection Agency 
in Atlanta, GA, before retiring there in 
1996. 

In 2000, she gave the commencement 
address at the University of Alabama 
and advised the new graduates: ‘‘If 
there is any lesson for the graduates to 
take from my experience, it is that you 
must always be ready to seize the mo-
ment.’’ Ms. Malone passed away on Oc-
tober 15, 2005, but her legacy continues. 
It lives on through her children, grand-
children, and siblings. It also lives on 
through the important work of her 
brother-in-law, Attorney General Eric 
Holder. He has done so much in the 
past 5 years to return the Civil Rights 
Division to its core mission. I have no 
doubt that his sense of purpose is in-
formed by the proud history of the Ma-
lone family including his sister-in-law, 
Vivian, and his wife, Dr. Sharon Ma-
lone. 

As we honor our Nation’s civil rights 
heroes in preparation for next month’s 
momentous anniversary of Dr. King’s 
‘‘I Have a Dream’’ speech and the his-
toric March on Washington, let us 
honor another courageous icon who 
told those University of Alabama grad-
uates in 2000, ‘‘You may not live in a 
time of great social change as I did, but 
you will just as certainly face moral 
choices.’’ I hope Ms. Malone’s courage, 
determination, and forgiveness will 
serve as a guiding light for generations 
to come, and to make the right moral 
choices in our own lives. 

f 

CRIME GUN TRACING ACT 

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, I rise to 
speak about a new bill I have intro-
duced called the Crime Gun Tracing 
Act. This bill will create a strong in-
centive for police departments and 

sheriff’s offices across the nation to 
trace every crime gun they recover. I 
am pleased that my colleagues Sen-
ators FEINSTEIN, WHITEHOUSE, 
BLUMENTHAL, LEVIN, BOXER, JACK REED 
and MURPHY have joined me as cospon-
sors of this legislation. I thank them 
for their support. 

The issue of gun regulation is com-
plicated, and people may not always 
agree on all aspects of it. But one thing 
we can all agree on is the need to re-
duce criminal gun violence. Far too 
many violent shootings are taking 
place across America. We need to catch 
the criminals who commit violent gun 
crimes, and we need to identify and 
stop the people who are putting guns in 
criminals’ hands. 

Crime gun tracing is a powerful tool 
that helps law enforcement solve gun 
crimes and identify gun traffickers. 
Law enforcement agencies should be 
tracing 100 percent of guns they re-
cover in criminal investigations, and 
the legislation I am introducing will 
help get us closer to that goal. 

Here is how crime gun tracing works. 
When a gun is recovered in a criminal 
investigation, a police department or 
sheriff’s office can send the Bureau of 
Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explo-
sives—ATF—information about the 
gun’s make, model and serial number. 
ATF can then trace the gun from its 
manufacturer to its first retail pur-
chaser. This information can help gen-
erate leads in identifying the person 
who used the gun to commit a crime. 
Also, when all crime guns in an area 
are traced, it can help law enforcement 
identify broader crime gun trends and 
trafficking patterns. 

ATF has described crime gun tracing 
as a ‘‘cornerstone’’ of its efforts to 
combat gun crime and illegal gun traf-
ficking. And ATF has made it free and 
easy for local police departments and 
sheriff’s offices to trace guns. ATF has 
created an online tracing program, 
called E-Trace, that it makes available 
for free to any law enforcement agency 
that signs up for it. E-Trace allows gun 
trace requests to be sent to ATF quick-
ly over the internet. And it provides a 
searchable computer database that po-
lice departments and sheriffs can use 
to analyze all gun traces and gun 
crimes in their jurisdiction. 

Let us be clear: This is only a data-
base for crime guns. This is not a reg-
istry of law-abiding gun owners. ATF 
only traces guns that are part of crimi-
nal investigations by law enforcement. 

E-Trace is a great law enforcement 
tool. I have been working for years to 
get every police department and sher-
iff’s office in Illinois to sign up for E- 
Trace and to use it for every crime gun 
they recover. 

We are about halfway there in Illi-
nois—around 400 out of 800 law enforce-
ment agencies in my state are using E- 
Trace, and I am reaching out to the 
rest to urge them to sign up. But we 
can do better, both in Illinois and na-
tionally. 

I am introducing my bill, the Crime 
Gun Tracing Act, to help move us to-

ward 100 percent tracing of crime guns 
nationwide. There are about 18,000 law 
enforcement agencies in America, and 
right now about 4,700 have signed up to 
use E-Trace. All of these agencies 
should sign up to use E-Trace and 
should use it every time they recover a 
crime gun. 

My bill will require law enforcement 
agencies that apply for Federal COPS 
grants to report how many crime guns 
they recovered in the last year and how 
many they submitted for tracing. The 
bill will then give a preference in COPS 
grant awards to agencies that traced 
all the crime guns they recovered. 

To be clear, police chiefs and sheriffs 
should not just wait for this legislation 
to pass before they start tracing. They 
should start tracing today, and I hope 
many will. But for those local agencies 
that need a push to start tracing their 
crime guns, my bill will give them a 
significant incentive. 

Gun violence is a complicated prob-
lem, and there is no one solution that 
will stop all the tragic shootings in our 
nation. But comprehensive crime gun 
tracing will make a big difference when 
it comes to solving gun crimes and 
identifying gun traffickers. Crime gun 
tracing is free, it is easy, and law en-
forcement leaders will tell you that it 
is a powerful tool that helps them fight 
crime. 

I urge my colleagues to join me in 
supporting this legislation. And I also 
urge my colleagues to call on law en-
forcement in their States to start trac-
ing all their crime guns, as I have done 
in Illinois. Many police departments 
and sheriff’s offices simply do not know 
about this free law enforcement re-
source called E-Trace, and once they 
learn how easy it is to sign up and use 
E-Trace, they are thrilled with it. 

We can make important progress on 
the issue of crime gun tracing right 
now if we alert all our State and local 
agencies about this powerful investiga-
tive tool. Every additional crime gun 
that gets traced makes it harder for il-
legal gun traffickers to hide. If we can 
identify and root out these trafficking 
networks, it will help reduce gun vio-
lence in our communities. That is a 
goal we should pursue, and I urge my 
colleagues to join me in this effort. 

f 

SMARTER SOLUTIONS FOR 
STUDENTS ACT 

Mr. LEVIN. Mr. President, the choice 
before the Senate yesterday was very 
difficult. If we had failed to pass the 
student loan bill, students and their 
families would be stuck with interest 
rates for student loans that are double 
what they were just last year. Amer-
ican students and parents who worry 
every single day about whether they 
can afford college cannot be burdened 
with such an enormous rate hike. 

The cost of tuition at public 4-year 
colleges is up more than 15 percent 
since 2009. Student loan debt has 
reached historic proportions. Yet we 
allowed the rate on new federally sub-
sidized student loans to double, to 6.8 
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